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April 28, 2021 

 

To:  Diagnosticians 

  Student Support Services 

 

From:   Brandy Tirey, Director of Student Support Services 

 

Subject: Process for Testing and Identification of Students When Data Lead to a \  

  Suspicion of  Dyslexia or Related Disorder 

 

 

Per meeting held 4/28/21 with Director of Student Support Services, Director of MTSS, and 

PISD Superintendent the following was determined.   

 

Due to an increased number of students being identified through special education evaluations, 

the following process will be put into place from here on out.  

 

When a student is referred to Student Support Services to be evaluated, the Student Support 

Services staff will: 

• Gather information, RTI documents, staff input, etc. and take to the Multidisciplinary 

Team (MDT) for consideration of special education evaluation.   

• The MDT Team will look at all presented data and determine if there is a need for a 

special education evaluation. 

 

If it is determined that a special education evaluation is needed, the MDT Team will: 

• Assign the student to a Diagnostician caseload. 

• The Diagnostician will obtain informed consent from parents. 

• The Diagnostician will evaluate the student to determine if there is a need for 

specialized instruction. 

 

If the evaluation identifies there is a need for specialized instruction and there is evidence that 

the student would qualify for a reading disability with the condition of Dyslexia, the 

Diagnostician will: 

• Schedule a staffing with the following staff: 

- Diagnostician 

- Campus Principal 

- Campus Exceptional Education Teacher 

- Director of MTSS 

- Director of Student Support Services 
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• This team will look at the following guidance as stated in the 2018 Dyslexia 

Handbook: 

 

When the Data Lead to a Suspicion of Dyslexia or a Related Disorder 

 

If the team suspects that the student has dyslexia or a related disorder, the team 

should consider the type of instruction that would best meet the student’s needs.  

 

Standard protocol dyslexia instruction includes the critical, evidence-based 

components of and delivery methods for dyslexia instruction addressed in detail in 

Chapter IV of this handbook. Components of this instruction include, among other 

things, phonological awareness, sound-symbol association, syllabication, orthography, 

morphology, syntax, reading comprehension, and reading fluency. Principles for 

effective delivery of content must be consistent with research-based practices, 

including a multisensory, systematic, cumulative, and explicit approach. Standard 

protocol dyslexia instruction is not specially designed instruction. Rather, it is 

programmatic instruction delivered to a group of students. Refer to Chapter IV for more 

information on standard protocol dyslexia instruction. 

 

 Specially designed instruction is defined under IDEA as “adapting . . . the 

content, methodology, or delivery of instruction” to a child eligible under IDEA. This 

instruction must address the unique needs of the child that result from the child’s 

disability and must ensure access to the general curriculum so that the child can meet 

the state’s educational standards (34 C.F.R §300.39(b)(3)). In some cases, the data may 

suggest that the unique needs of a student suspected of having dyslexia require a more 

individualized program than that offered through standard protocol dyslexia 

instruction. When this is the case, there is reason to suspect that special education 

services are necessary for the student. 

 

When the Data Lead to a Suspicion of Dyslexia or a Related Disorder AND 

the Need for Special Education Services 

 

If the team determines that the data lead to the suspicion of a disability and that 

special education services are necessary to provide specially designed instruction, the 

team must refer the student for an evaluation under IDEA. It is important to note that a 

student with dyslexia who is served through special education should also receive 

dyslexia instruction (as described in Chapter IV, Critical, Evidence-Based Components 

of Dyslexia Instruction) that is individualized to meet the student’s unique needs.  

 

When the Data Lead ONLY to Suspicion of Dyslexia or a Related Disorder 
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If—based on the data—the team suspects that a student has dyslexia or a related 

disorder but does not believe that special education is necessary to meet the student’s 

needs, the team must refer the student for an evaluation under Section 504. If the 

student qualifies as a student with dyslexia, the student may receive standard protocol 

dyslexia instruction and accommodations under Section 504.  

 

•  The team will determine whether the student will need to receive services by the 

Exceptional Education Teacher, Dyslexia Teacher, or a combination of the two.   

• Once the team mutually agrees upon services, the Diagnostician will schedule the 

ARD meeting.  * If the student will be receiving Dyslexia services from the Dyslexia 

teacher, the Dyslexia teacher will be included in the ARD meeting. 

 


